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Keynote speech

Change in Academic Teaching — a Collegial Perspective

Dr. Torgny Roxa
Centre for Engineering Education / Lund University- Sweden

Influencing academic teaching in a broad scale is hard. A lot of recent researches
explore what is called the meso-level within universities, that is departments, groups
of colleagues working together, or disciplinary contexts. These local contexts emerge
as more important in educational development than senior management (macro-level)
or for that matter governments (mega-level), possibly even more important than
individuals (micro-level).

This talk starts by exploring academic collegiality, crucial when it comes to understand
the meso-level. Colleagues meet and discuss issues thoroughly before they reach a
decision through consensus. Recent research however shows that this is an overly
romantic image. Collegiality entails also critical questioning and decision-making
without consensus within hierarchical formats. Nevertheless, the same research offers
support to those arguing that collegiality is indeed academicals in nature and is
important for functioning practices. Furthermore, the talk will touch upon how new
ideas and experiences about teaching travel between academic colleagues and
further out into the organization, from one collegial context to another. Some perhaps
surprising results advise against trying to implement what is often described as
“spreading best practice”.

Bio:

An associate professor at Lund University (Sweden) and has 30 years of experience
in academic development. He developed the first Excellent Teaching Practitioner
scheme, a reward for excellent teachers and their departments, which now runs on its
19th year and has inspired around 30 Swedish and Scandinavian institutions. His
research is focused upon strategic change in teaching cultures within higher education
organizations, significant networks, and microcultures. Currently he is preoccupied
with issues on how to describe and analyses university-wide change in teaching and
learning, especially the important but sometimes fragile collaboration between
academic developers and institutional managers. He also had the honor of being the
invited as a keynote speaker at the inaugural National (Palestinian) Conference on
Teaching and Learning, Towards Creative Initiatives in Teaching and Learning. Dec.
2, 2014. Palestinian Polytechnic, Hebron, Palestine.
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Improving student’s citation skills

Maysaa Sharabaty

Abstract

The Scientific Research Methods course (SRM) is intended to facilitate students’
awareness of the research process and enhance their ability to conduct research in
an ethical manner using appropriate research strategies. One of the intended
learning outcomes of SRM course is to provide students with knowledge and
understanding of the different citation styles. Nevertheless, evidence show that high
percentage of the SRM students’ show -intended and unintended- plagiarism issues in
their final research paper. Therefore, this action research aims to address the student
challenges to avoid plagiarism through answering different questions such as; What
are the students’ perceptions of the different types of plagiarism? What are their
justifications for committing this issue? And therefore, what are the best techniques to
reduce incidents of plagiarism? Depending on the study results - that will clarify the
student’s perception of plagiarism causes and effects- further steps might be taken
including changing the teaching techniques and creating innovated methods to
enhance the students’ citation skills.



Enhancing student’s participation in google classroom
Iman Jaradat

Abstract

This action research aims to solve the problem of weakness of student participation
in the Google classroom. Several steps have been taken to achieve this goal. For
example, the necessary information was collected for research from multiple sources,
and the reasons of the problem were determined.

The collected data was analyzed, and then several procedures were taken to reduce
the above-mentioned problem.

Data was collected again after procedures have been taken. By analyzing the new
data and comparing the new results with the previous ones, it was seen that significant
progress has been made concerning the students' participation in Google classroom.
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